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In the Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) In a local area network comprising a 
plurality of terminals configured for running client applications 
and connecting to the Internet^ and each of said plurality of 
terminals includi ng packet ro uti ng soft ware having the ability to 
con trol divide ing a request for information from a content server 
iss ued by one of said plural ity of te r minals into a plurality of 
packets^ and to distribute the plurality of packets via the local 
area network to oth ers of said plurality of terminals , a method of 
sending data over a communications network, the method comprising 
the steps ofj_ 

(a) upon act ivation of each of sai d plural it y of t e rminals, 

each said t erminal sending a message to at lea st a reco nstitutio n 

server to indi ca te that said t erminal is active ; 

(bet) generating a request for information from a content 
server coupled to a wide area network by an originating activ e 
terminal, said originating ac tive terminal coupled by means of a 
local area network to each of said other o f said plurality of 
active terminals ; 

(fee) each active terminal periodically sending a first status 
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message to the other of the plurality of terminals in the local 
area network and to a reconstitution server to indicate that it is 
active; 

(ed) dividing the request for information from a content 
server into a plurality of packets by said originating active 
terminal ; 

(de) the originating active terminal selectively 
di st r ibut ing, under control of its packet rou ting software^ the 
plurality of packets between a first plurality of active terminals 

in the local area network by means of a first ..communication pa th 

internal to and formi ng the lo cal area network, each of said first 
plurality of active terminals ( 110a, 110b, 110c ; HOd) having a 
second commu nicat ion path, Sd ui seco nd c_utrrj ii-vumi path 
c omprisin g an associated dia?ee-fe wide area connection dj.rect iy_to 
the Internet-, said associated direct wide area network connection 
to the Internet of a at least a first one of said first plurality 
of acti ve terminals in the local area network different from an 
associated, direct, wide area network connection to the Internet 
of at least a second o netht<s^effla-i-ftde^ of said first plurality of 
act ive terminals, the plurality of packets being distributed 
betwe e n active terminals over the local area network; 
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tef) each of said first plurality of active terminals 
transmitting each of said first plurality of packets received by a 
give n active te rminal during step (de) over its associated, 
direct, wide area connection to the Internet to said 
reconstitution server coupled to the Internet^ such that the 

originating activ e terminal shares the bandwidth of the 

associated, different wide area connections to the internet of 
said first plurality of active terminals; and 

(■#2) the reconstitution server receiving the plurality of 
pa c ke t s fro m said first pluralit y of active ter minals in the local 
area net work via s aid at least a fir st and second a-plr U - ralife - y of 
said associated, different and direct wide area connections, 
reconstituting the plurality of packets into said request for 
information from said content server i ssued by said ori ginating 
active terminal , and sending the reconstituted plurality of 
packets to the content server as said request for i nf ormation . 
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2. {Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, 
comprising the further steps of : 

(efh) the content server sending content data to the 
reconstitution server in response to the request received in step 
(£g) , the data being sent as a plurality of content data packets; 

(•hi) the reconstitution server distributing the plurality of 
content data packets to the first plurality of active terminals 
over the respective wide area connections; 

(ij) the first plurality of active terminals sending the 
plurality of content data packets to the originating terminal over 
said first com muni cation path internal to and forming the local 
area net work under contro l of their res pec tive packet rou ting 
software ; and 

(■g-k) the originating terminal receiving the plurality of 
content data packets to re-create the content data. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 2, wherein 
in step (de) and/or step (hi) , the plurality of packets are 
distributed to the first plurality of active terminals in a round- 
robin basis. 
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4. (Original) The method according to claim 3, wherein the 
round-robin distribution of the plurality of packets is weighted. 

5. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 4, wherein 
the round-robin weighting is determined in accordance with the 
bandwidth of the respective wide area connection between the 
terminal and the Internet . 
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6. (Currently Amended) A communications network comprising; 

a plurality of terminals configured for running client 
applications and for connecting to the Internet, each of the 
plurality of terminals inclu ding pac ke t routi n g software and 
being connected to one another by a local area network, and at 
least some of said terminals having an associated, different and 
direct wide area connection to the Internet, said plurality of 
terminals each having the ability to divide a request is sued by 
one of said plura l ity of terminals into a plurality of packets and 
to distribute the plurality of packets to other ones of said 
plurality of terminals via the local area network under control of 
its packet routing software ; 

a reconstitution server, coupled to the Internet and a 
plurality of content servers, 

wherein, in use, each active terminal periodically sends a 
first status message to the other of the plurality of active 
terminals in the local area network and to said reconstitution 
server to indicate that it is active; 

wherein an originating terminal in the local area network 
generates a request for one of the content servers , divides the 
request into a plurality of packets and distributes the plurality 
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of packets between a plurality of active terminals via the local 
area network ; and - 

wherein each of said plurality of active terminals sends 
packets received to the reconstitution server via each said at 
least some terminal's separate associated and direct wide area 
connections such that the originating terminal shares the 
bandwidth of the separate associated wide area connections of said 
at least some of said active terminals, and wherein the 
reconstitution server sends the plurality of packets to the 
content server. 
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7. {Previously Presented) The communications network according 
to claim 6, wherein, in use, 

the content server sends content data to the reconstitution 
server in the form of a plurality of content data packets, 

the reconstitution server distributes the plurality of 
content data packets between the plurality of terminals over the 
respective associated, different and direct wide area connections, 

the plurality of terminals route the plurality of content 
data packets to the originating terminal, - 

the originating terminal receives the plurality of content 
data packets and re-creates the content data. 

8. (Previously Presented) The communications network according 
to claim 6, wherein one or more of said plurality of terminals has 
more than one respective wide area connection. 

9. (Previously Presented) The communications network according 
to claim 6, wherein the local area network comprises one or more 
terminals, further to said plurality of terminals, not having a 
wide area connection. 
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10. (Previously Presented) The communications network according 
to claim 6, wherein each of the active terminals in the local area 
network comprises a list identifying the other active terminals. 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Previously Presented) The communications network according 
to claim 10, wherein an active terminal sends a second status 
message to the other terminals in the local area network prior to 
becoming inactive. 



13-15. (Cancelled) 



